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But enlightened absolutism did not get time to fulfil its preparatory mission. When it was faced by the resistance of the local nobility, as well as by the dangers of the French Revolution, the enlightenment was dropped, and the absolutism remained. Before the eighteenth century was over, enlightened rule from above was replaced by the gallows, which was used for hanging intellectuals influenced by Western ideas and called "Jacobins ". Physiocratic support of economic progress was replaced by the deliberate repression of any development which might result in industrialisation, urbanisation and the spread of " undesirable ideas ". The establishment of new factories in the towns and the importation of machinery were prohibited until 1811, and a deliberate attempt was made, though with little success, to prevent a further increase in the population of the capital. Even the customs union of the Hapsburg territories, an outstanding achievement of the preceding period, was abolished : in 1793 that between Austria and Hungary came to an end, and in 1798 even that between the Austrian Provinces. The last of these internal customs-barriers was abolished as late as iSsG.1 Dubious and short-lived as all these achievements of reaction were, they had one very far-reaching consequence.
As a result of the deliberate restriction of their economic development, the Hapsburg Provinces lost the economic leadership which they had enjoyed during the eighteenth century, and which had made possible Austria's relatively strong and powerful stand against the Napoleonic danger. They became backward in comparison with the neighbouring German territories.2 In 1843 the Austrian industrialists urged the rejection of an invitation to join the German Customs Union, and even of the offer of a mere commercial treaty. The fear of German competition, and the cultural provincialism which the reactionary government had fostered, proved a powerful argument with the Austrian Germans in favour of remaining within the only framework in which they could play a leading part. With the non-German members of the Hapsburg State, whose numbers had been increased by the absorption of parts of the Turkish and Polish empires, fear of Prussian or Russian aggression was to replace, in a certain degree, that of the Turk, who had ceased to be a danger. On the other hand the awakening of the self-consciousness of the lower social strata of the non-German nationalities, which was an inevitable though delayed consequence of industrial and economic progress, 1 Gratz-Schiiller (German), op. cit., pp. 18-19. 2 See above, Part II, p. 50.